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Vizhinjam Port – Another Milestone...
April 13th 2009: “The Supreme Court has quashed 
the petition filed by Zoom Developers against the 
award of the bid for the Vizhinjam Project to Lanco 
by the Government of Kerala. The Supreme Court 
bench headed by Justice Arijit Pasayat & S H 
Kapadia dismissed the plea citing that the SC 
cannot intervene if a tender is rejected for technical 
reasons...”

This is the news that greeted us in today’s 
newspaper, truly a “Kaineetom” on this auspicious 
Vishu day.

TDF has been awaiting Supreme Court’s verdict on 
Zoom’s plea to publish an article on Vizhinjam Port 
Project & the hurdles it has faced till date. As this 
case was sub-judice in the Supreme Court, we were 
biding our time while keeping a track of the games & 
ploys anti-lobbies were playing to nip this project in 
the bud.

Vizhinjam...this word must be familiar to several of 
us as it has been in the news on & off in the near 
future. The Rs 8000 Crore project, one of the largest 
projects in India, was awarded to a consortium of 
Lanco Group and Malaysia’s Pembinan Radzai Sdn 
Bhd. It obtained Home/Defence Ministry and Cabinet 
clearance almost a year ago. Vizhinjam is a fifty 
year-old dream which had come close to fruition 
before it became victim to yet another controversy 
recently.

During the last bid, the project was called off citing 
security reasons over the fact that the then 
prospective bidder Zoom Developers had partnered 
with two Chinese firms to form a consortium. This 
time around, Zoom Developers again came forward 
as one of the bidders. On evaluation of the technical 
& financial bids, the Government decided to award 
the project to Lanco Infratech, a Hyderabad based 
firm.

Zoom filed a case in high court, claiming that their 
technical bid was not considered at all during the 
evaluation process. The High Court Single Bench’s 
decision was in favour of Government. But the 
Division Bench accepted Zoom’s appeal. The 
Government filed a petition in Supreme Court 
against the Division Bench’s verdict. The Supreme 
Court asked the Government to evaluate the 
technical and financial bid submitted by Zoom 
Developers within 15 days. The GOK appointed 
consultants L&T Ramboll rejected the technical bids 
submitted by M/s Zoom Developers Pvt Ltd.

The Opposition and the media, especially 
Manorama, has questioned the transparency of 
Government in this project, coming up with repeated 
press releases and serialized articles about this 
angle. In the meantime, both these parties seriously 
failed to expose M/s Zoom Developer’s real intention 
in this project.

RTI-M/s Zoom Developers request for 2500 acres of 
land.

TDF as an organization, has raised the following 
concerns with the respective authorities both media and 
political parties.

Has Zoom Developers completed any major 
infrastructure projects in India even approaching the 
size of Vizhinjam? As per the technical qualification 
specification, the lead company should provide proof 
related to prior projects executed which is equivalent to 
a massive project like Vizhinjam.

•

Continued on page 4....
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Work Progressing Fast On The World Class 
Trivandrum International Airport Terminal

The Rs.245.58-crore terminal complex of the 
Trivandrum International Airport being 
constructed by the Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) will be operational by September.

As much as 80 per cent of the work on the 
terminal building, coming up facing the Parvathi 
Puthanar on the Chakka side and having a 
tubular structure has been completed.

Foundation Stone Laid For Indian Institute 
of Science Education Research, Trivandrum

The foundation stone laying ceremony was 
inaugurated by Mr.Vayalar Ravi, Hon’ble Union 
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Overseas 
Affairs.

IISER-Trivandrum is currently functioning in the 
first and second floors of the building of 
computer science department of College of 
Engineering trivandrum (CET).

The permanent campus is being built in Vithura. 
GOK has handed over about 200 acres of land 
for this purpose to IISER. They are planning to 
move to the new campus by August 2010.

Air India’s third hangar had a soft opening

Air India’s third hangar, being developed here, 
is nearing completion. AI has already started 
completing some of the minor inspections done

Work progressing on the new international terminal.

 

done at Trivandrum in advance of the commissioning of 
the MRO. Once complete, this will be the country’s first 
fully air conditioned hangar and will operate four shifts 
and would see a minimum of 200 full-time employees 
working.

Air India currently has hangars in Mumbai and Delhi. The 
biggest gainer once the hangar becomes operational 
would be Air India Express, which currently gets its 
checks done in Mumbai. Every time after 500 hours of 
flying, the aircraft is flown to the Mumbai hangar. The cost 
that would be saved would be huge.

Rs 1.25 billion Second Phase Expansion of BrahMos 
Aerospace Unit in Trivandrum

The second phase expansion of BrahMos Trivandrum 
facility was inaugurated by Defence Minister 
Mr.A.K.Antony. The second phase involves setting up of 
the missile integration complex. Indo-Russian joint 
venture BrahMos Aerospace which has a production base 
here for supply of critical components to the space and 
defence industries, will focus on volumes rather than 
margins as it embarks on its ambitious growth plans. 
BrahMos presently has the ISRO, the DRDO and the 
Atomic Energy Commission as its chief clients, but in 
future a significant chunk of the revenues could come 
from the missile programmes.

For the third phase development, which includes 
wholesale integration of launch vehicles for the ISRO, 
BrahMos has sought 50 acres in Trivandrum district. The 
government is reportedly eyeing land at Koliakkode near 
Thonnackal. The third phase is expected to take three 
years for completion.

 

Infosys Campus to be commissioned in July 2009

The first phase of the 1.5 million sq.ft., 12,000 seater 
campus of Infosys Technologies is to be opened in July 
2009

Work on the 1st block of the sprawling campus as well as 
its food court is nearing completion. The campus has 
been designed by noted architect, Hafeez Contractor.

Union Cabinet approves four-laning of NH-47 between 
Trivandrum and Cherthalai

The Union Cabinet has approved a revised cost of nearly 
Rs 4000 Crores for the four-laning of NH-47 between




